BASIC ENGLISH GRAMMAR REVIEW

By Maria Camila Munoz Ardila, English teacher

Based on Language Leader book



PRESENT SIMPLE:

It is used for talking about habits, generally facts and short and specific actions.

Structure:

- (Affirmative) Subject + Verb (“To Be” or another) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)
1. “It rains”

2. “He dances every Fridays, as well as she does”

3. “l am a person”
4.

“They are very lovely!”

- (Negative) Subject + Verb (“To Be”) + Not + Complement

1. “Hermione is not a dumb”

2. “We are not friends”

Or

(Negative) Subject + Do/Does + Not + Verb (Any except verb “To Be”) + Complement (This is optional, like in ex. 1)

1. “She does not fly”

2. “Harold and Susan do not believe in him”

- (Question) Verb “To Be” + Subject + Complement + ?

1. “Is she here?”

2. “Are you there?”

Or

(Question) Do/Does + Subject + Verb (In infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1) + ?

1. “Do you sing?”

2. “Does his mother know about the trouble?”

PRESENT CONTINUOUS

It is used for describing an action happening while speaking and around the present time, as well as for the description
of a changing description

Structure:
- (Affirmative) Subject + Verb “To Be” + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)

1. “You are dancing!”

2. “She is enjoying the Fridays”
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- (Negative) Subject + Verb “To Be” + Not + Verb (-ing) + Complement
1. “Walter is not going to parties anymore!”

2. “You are not having fun”

- (Question) Verb “To Be” + Subject + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1) + ?

1. “Is it raining?”

2. “Are they having fun in the park?”

Or

(Wh- Question) Question Word + Verb “To Be” + Subject + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in ex. 1) + ?

1. “What am | writing?”

2. “Which are they choosing: The black or the white one?”

QUESTION WORDS

What (Asks about a thing or idea)
Who (Asks about a person)
Where (Asks about a place)
When (Asks about a time)

How (Asks about a process)

Why (Asks about a reason)
Which (Asks about a choice)

ADVERBS OF FREQUENCY
(0%) Never --- Occasionally --- Sometimes (50%) --- Often --- Usually --- Always (100%)

ARTICLES

A/An: For meaning one single person or thing (Just singular meanings). An is used when the noun begins with a vowel
sound

1. “There is a huge box in the table”

2. “l think | could go just for an hour”

The: It is used for specific nouns, no matter if it is singular or plural
1. “The teacher’s children are very happy in the kindergarten!”

2. “The bottle is empty”
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Don’t use any article: With Plural Nouns and for talking about general people and things
!II

1. “Horror movies are disgusting

2. “Peace is closer”

CAN/CAN’T, COULD/COULDN’T

They are used for Ability, Permissions, and Possibility in the present, and with the Past Simple
1. “You can’t listen to music all the time”

2. “Can somebody pretend it is everything OK?”

3. “Could she think about it?”

4.”They couldn’t make it up”

COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES
For Comparative, put the adjective + “Than”.

Comparing equals

Add —er ending after most one syllable sound adjectives:

Slow — Slower than

Big — Bigger than

Fat — Fatter than

Add the word “More” before two or more syllable sound adjectives:
Modern — More modern than

Wonderful — More wonderful than

Impressive — More Impressive than

For Superlative, put “The” + the adjective.

Comparing different levels

Add —est ending after most one syllable sound adjectives:

Slow — The Slowest

High — The Highest

Tall — The Tallest

Add the word “Most” before two or more syllable sound adjectives:
Amazing — The most amazing

Pretty — The most pretty

Intelligent — The most intelligent
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COUNTABLES AND UNCOUNTABLES NOUNS
- Countable: Noun that can be counted by its own pieces. For ask and affirm, it is used “Many”
Ex: A Book, Three Tomatoes, Ten CD’s, A Cake, “How many Potatoes are there?”, “How many Earings does she have?”

- Uncountable: Noun that can’t be counted by its own pieces, so it needs an additional size. For ask and affirm, it is used
“Much”

Ex: A pound of Rice, 3 bottles of Milk, A quarter of Chocolate, A bunch of salt, Much water, How much wine do we have?

Uses of:

A lot of — For Countables and Uncountables. It can be used in Questions, Affirmative and Negative sentences

Ex: “There is a lot of peanuts on the bag”, “Do you want a lot of 0il?” “There is not a lot of cake in the Freezer”

Some — For Countables and Uncountables. It can be used in Questions (To offer something) and Affirmative sentences
Ex: “I want some coffee, please”, “Would you like to buy some movies?”

Any -- — For Countables and Uncountables. It can be used in Questions and Negative sentences

Ex: “Do you have any beans in the kitchen?” “There is not any doubts”

PAST SIMPLE
It is used for talking about actions in the past that have finished, or for describing something in the past.

You have to remember that there are Regular verbs (like Watch, Wash, Like, Live, Love, Paint, Walk, Imagine) that are
just added —ied, -ed, -d at the end of them, and also there are Irregular verbs (like Cut, Put, Fly, Laugh, Learn, Read,
Write, Take) which whole structure can be changed (Fly-Flew-Flown) or not in all (Cut- Cut- Cut)

Structure:

- (Affirmative) Subject + Verb (“To Be” or another, in Past Simple) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)
1. “It broke”

2. “They danced in the same pub through all the year”

3. “l was a dancer”

4. “We were very innocent”

- (Negative) Subject + Verb “To Be” in Past Simple + Not + Complement
1. “He was not a musician”

2. “We were not popular”
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Or

(Negative) Subject + Did + Not + Verb (Infinitive) (Any except verb “To Be”) + Complement (This is optional, like in the
example 1)

1. “They did not walk”

2. “She did not pass the course”

- (Question) Verb “To Be” (Past Simple) + Subject + Complement + ?

1. “Was she your sister?”

2. “Were they in the library?”

Or

(Question) Did + Subject + Verb (In infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1) + ?

1. “Did Mike sleep?”

2. “Did the group of friends go out last night?”

PAST CONTINUOUS

It is used for describing an action in progress during a time in the past.

Structure:
- (Affirmative) Subject + Verb “To Be” in Past Simple + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)

1. “We were flying!”

2. “Sara was reading the magazine”

- (Negative) Subject + Verb “To Be” in Past Simple + Not + Verb (-ing) + Complement
1. “William and Pilar were not studying yesterday”

2. “Simon was not shouting that night”

- (Question) Verb “To Be” in Past Simple + Subject + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1) + ?

1. “Were you crying?”

2. “Was the nurse healing the bounds?”
Or
(Wh- Question) Question Word + Verb To Be + Subject + Verb (-ing) + Complement (This is optional, like in the ex. 1) + ?

1. “What were you doing?”

2. “Why was he talking to me?”
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SHOULD/SHOULDN’T, HAVE TO/DON’T HAVE TO

- Should/Shouldn’t: The Right or Correct thing to do, it’s a Duty we have

Ex: “You should be polite with unknown people”, “They shouldn’t wear jeans when making a job interview”
- Have to/Don’t have to: Something necessary or not necessary to do

Ex: “We have to use pencil in order to erase if we need to”, “He doesn’t have to bring the documents. | have them all”

WILL, GOING TO

Will: It is used for talking about what we know or think about the future. For telling certain plans we have.
Structure:

- (Affirmative) Subject + Will + Verb (Any verb) (In Infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)

“"

| will go”

1.

2. “This time, students will receive the same grades than last year”
3. “The weather will abruptly change through the next decades”
4,

“She will take the bus in an hour”

- (Negative) Subject + Verb (Any verb) (In Infinitive) + Not + Complement
1. “He will not be a thief!”

2. “China and The United States will not fight in the same way than in the past”

- (Question) Will + Subject + Verb (Any verb) (In Infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1) + ?

1. “Will they read?”

2. “Will she go to the meeting?”

Going to: It is used for plans and intentions for the future. These are not certain
Structure:

- (Affirmative) Subject + Verb “To Be” + Going to + Verb (Any) (In Infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the
example 1)

1. “l am going to walk”

2. “We are going to travel to Asia someday”
3. “Cristian and Matias are going to study after the dinner”

4. “Wendy is going to match something”
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- (Negative) Subject + Verb “To Be” + Not + Going to + Verb (Any) (In Infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like ex. 1)

1. “Diane is not going to write”

2. “The work partners are not going to dance tonight because they have a lot of work to do”

- (Question) Verb “To Be” + Subject + Going to + Verb (Any) (In Infinitive) + Complement (This is optional, like in the
example 1)

1. “Is she going to read?”

2. “Am | going to talk to him?”

PRESENT PERFECT

It is used for talking about experiences in the past that are not said when the exact time it happened. It can be related to
experiences, changes over the time, accomplishments, no-completed actions waited until now or multiple actions at
different times.

You also have to remember that there are Regular verbs (like Watch, Wash, Like, Live, Love, Paint, Walk, Imagine) that
are just added —ied, -ed, -d at the end of them (Ex. Complete — Completed (Past Participle and Past Simple also)), and
also there are Irregular verbs (like Cut, Put, Fly, Laugh, Learn, Read, Write, Take) which whole structure can be changed
(Ex. Fly- Flown (Past Participle)) or not in all (Ex. Cut- Cut (Past Participle))

Past Present Future

Structure:

- (Affirmative) Subject + Have/Has + Verb (Any) (In Past Participle) + Complement (This is optional, like in the example 1)
1. “l have read”

2. “We have had some troubles here”

3. “Cristy has gone to a dinner”

4. “You have seen something interesting”

5

. “The team has enjoyed a really good meeting”

- (Negative) Subject + Have/Has + Not+ Verb (Any) (In Past Participle) + Complement
1. “Diane has not gone to the restaurant”

2. “Leo and Indira have not been here for a long time”

- (Question) Have/Has + Subject + Verb (Any) (In Past Participle) + Complement + ?
1. “Has she gone to the bed?”

2. “Have | taken all my pills?”
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VOCABULARY
Words and Expressions about...
v' Activities and Festivals
Weather
Modifiers and Adjectives
Time Expressions
Media
Health
Food and Drink
Places (Cities and Countries, and places there)
Jobs, Places and Objects for Work
Education, Places and Objects for Education
Animals
Verbs
Arts and Culture
Sports
Transport
Types of Writing
Shopping
Buildings, Home and Furniture
Inventions

Money, Activities and Places for Money

SO SO TS N SNSRI L EU S 1 SIS U N I 2 S U NSEEN

Compound nouns

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES
e language Leader Elementary and Pre-Intermediate. Ed Pearson

e http://www.englishpage.com
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