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552 Second Ave. E.

Property owner: Don Patterson

Lab seized: January 2008

Associated case: Dale Patterson, Don’s

adult son, was convicted for delivery of a

controlled substance for selling meth from

a backyard trailer in 2007

Judgment: 2 convictions, each 5 to 15

years prison Property status: Occupied

by Don Patterson

528 Fourth Ave. W.

Property owner: Mitch Campbell

Lab seized: March 2008

Associated case: Renters Gene Bliss and

Theresa Newberry were arrested for making

meth in a backyard shed on the property.

Charges against Newberry were dropped,

while Bliss was convicted of trafficking in

methamphetamine by manufacturing.

Judgment: 2 to 8 years prison

Property status: Unoccupied, available for rent

2555 Alderwood Ave.
Property owner: Formerly owned by

Nathaniel Thomas, now repossessed 

Lab seized: February 2010 

Associated case: During a check by his proba-

tion officer, Thomas was discovered attempt-

ing to make meth in the garage. He was con-

victed of trafficking in meth by manufacturing.

Judgment: 2 to 10 years prison

Property status: Unoccupied, failed to be

auctioned in January 2011

BY BRADLEY GUIRE
bguire@magicvalley.com

Monica Shaff didn’t realize she
had moved her family into the
site of a former methampheta-
mine lab until after she signed
the lease.

In 2009, Shaff, her now ex-
husband and her three children
found room to grow in a modest
two-story home near down-
town Twin Falls.

But after the paperwork was
finished, Shaff said landlord

Mitch Campbell had a some-
what ominous warning: Keep
the kids away from playing in
backyard shed.

Only months earlier, in
March 2008, Twin Falls police
swarmed upon  528 Fourth Ave.
W., lining the property with
yellow tape as men in white
hazardous materials suits
scoured the shed for tell-tale
signs of meth production.

Later, with his tenants jailed
and the shed’s contents re-
moved, Campbell thought it

would be safe to rent out the
property again. But today that
property remains on an Idaho
Department of Health and Wel-
fare list of places considered as
former meth labs that haven’t
been properly cleaned of poten-
tially hazardous chemicals.

“He also told us it had been
cleaned properly. I’m floored
right now,” Shaff said after
learning that the rental home
remains on Health and Wel-
fare’s list.

Twin Falls is home to three properties that Idaho health
officials say should be vacated until they’re cleaned of
chemicals related to meth manufacturing. One property is
empty, another is for rent and a third is occupied.

Please see METH, A2
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Monica Shaff and her son Josh McLaughlin, 12, sit at their apartment
Wednesday afternoon in Twin Falls. Shaff and her family formerly lived in a
Twin Falls rental property that was the site of a methamphetamine lab that
has not been cleaned, according to Idaho Department of Health and Welfare.

Which of These Homes

are Former Meth Labs?
(Hint: All of them.)

Inside, Page A2: Meth labs move from homes and
basements as police focus on traffickers.
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BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON • Think for a moment about
the emotional seesaw of someone who has lost
a loved one in Iraq and hears that the war is
about to end.

At first, there is relief: Americans will final-
ly stop dying in a distant desert. Then an inde-
scribable sadness, because it comes too late.

Ami Neiberger-Miller was on a plane to
Colorado filled with soldiers on the day before
President Barack Obama’s October announce-
ment that all remaining troops would leave
Iraq by the end of the year.

They were familiar company. She works for
the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors,
known as TAPS, which aids the families of fall-

en members of the military.
The troops were on their way back from the

war. They were dusty and tired. A homecom-
ing with family and friends awaited them at
the gate.

As they exited the plane, the other passen-
gers and crew applauded. Quietly, Neiberger-
Miller began to weep.

“Do you know someone in the military?’’
the passenger in the adjacent seat said gently.

She nodded. Her younger brother, Army
Spec. Christopher Neiberger, was killed in
2007 by a roadside bomb, three days before his
22nd birthday.

“Our homecoming was a casket,’’ she said.
The war began on the night of March 19,

2003.It was just past 9:30 in Washington,near
dawn in Baghdad.

Millions watched it unfold. It was supposed
to be quick, surgical and decisive.

“This will not be a campaign of half meas-
ures and we will accept no outcome but victo-
ry,’’ President George W. Bush told the nation
that night as the bombs began to fall.

But it became a slog; messier than antici-
pated, more costly in lives and treasure.

“It’s not the defeat we got in Vietnam,’’ said
Larry Diamond, a Stanford University profes-
sor and former senior adviser to the Coalition
Provisional Authority, which the allies creat-
ed to rule the country after the invasion.
“There were real achievements in Iraq, but at
considerable costs and considerable skepti-
cism on the part of the American public as to
whether it was worth it.’’

The war has touched every
part of America, from
sprawling cities to remote
prairie towns, where a
single death can
reverberate like the
rumble of distant thunder.

As American
Troops Leave
Iraq, What Is
Legacy of  8
Years of War?

Please see IRAQ LEGACY, A5

Tracking U.S.
Deaths in Iraq

Cindi Staats, a 54-year-
old disabled former
aerospace worker from
Walnut, Calif., made it
her mission to cata-
logue the war’s toll.
Her website, fallen-
coalition-heroes.com,
is a roll call of every
U.S. fatality in Iraq —
nearly 4,500 deaths.

BY JOHN MILLER
Associated Press

BOISE • When lightning ignited a
wildfire near Idaho’s Sun Valley in
2007, environmental regulators used
monitoring gear to gauge the health
effects for those breathing in the
Sawtooth Mountains’ smoky, mile-
high air.

That equipment sits idle today af-
ter the Idaho Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality was hit by $4 mil-
lion in spending cuts, a quarter of its
budget, since the recession began.
Water testing on selenium-laced
streams in Idaho’s phosphate mining
country also has been cut back, as
have mercury monitoring and haz-
ardous waste inspections.

The cuts to environmental pro-
grams in Idaho provide a snapshot
of a national trend. Conservation

Environmentalists and some
state regulators are worried
that budget cuts imperil
programs designed to protect
public health and safety. 

Environmental
Programs Fall
Victim to
Budget Cuts

Please see BUDGET CUTS, A7

MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE



Campbell’s Fourth Avenue home is
again up for rent and is one of three
Twin Falls properties on Health and
Welfare’s list. Another listed down-
town property is home to an elderly
couple, while a foreclosed-upon
home less than 10 years old also re-
mains on the list.

Each stands as a reminder of a dy-
ing illegal trade, as the U.S. meth lab
has largely been replaced by traffick-
ers who ship the drug in from Mexico.
Seizures of Idaho meth labs plum-
meted from 169 in 1999 to only four in
2009.

But each lab leaves behind poten-
tially hazardous cocktail of gasoline
additives, solvents, rubbing alcohol
and potassium iodine — not the kind
of things folks want to be around,
much less have their children play
near.

Lacking federal guidance on how to
clean the labs, the Idaho Legislature in
2005 passed the Clandestine Drug
Laboratory Cleanup Act, tasking
Health and Welfare with devising a
program to list former meth labs and
advise owners on how to clean them.

Health and Welfare’s rules went in-
to effect in 2006 and were revised in
2009. But a lack of enforcement has
led to confusion for property owners
like Campbell, who until earlier this
week, said he didn’t know his proper-
ty was listed as unclean.

According to Jim Faust of the De-
partment of Health and Welfare, the
agency doesn’t monitor if people live
in listed properties, nor does any oth-
er government or law enforcement
agency.

And while property owners are
supposed to tell potential buyers that
a property was once home to a meth
lab, they’re not tasked with cleaning
the site in any timely fashion.

“There’s no timetable,” Faust said.
Each Twin Falls property that re-

mains on the unclean lab list has its
own story to tell. The commonality is
that for each, the taint of being home
to a former meth lab is one that won’t
wash off without action that its own-
er is either unwilling to undertake, or
unaware is necessary.

552 Second Ave. E.
Don Patterson and his wife, well into
their 80s, are not the biggest fans of
local authority.

Nearly four years ago, their son,
Dale, was arrested and later convict-
ed of making and selling meth from a
trailer in the backyard of their prop-
erty, which is directly across the street
from Bickel Elementary School. Don
Patterson said he disposed of the
trailer years ago and claims to have no
knowledge of his property being listed
on Health and Welfare’s list of clan-
destine labs.

He’s not particularly interested in
revisiting the subject, and spoke only
briefly with the Times-News last
week.

“It’s been hard on us as it is,” Pat-
terson said while standing on his front
porch. As far as he cares, Health and
Welfare can call the police, he added,
if they want him to clean his proper-
ty.

Dale Patterson remains in prison
for the felony conviction.

2555 Alderwood Ave.
There’s little curb appeal to one house
on Alderwood Ave., located in south-
west Twin Falls.

Motorists passing through the
barely decade-old subdivision would
notice that, yes, the unoccupied
home’s exterior is rather plain when
compared to the house next door,
which is already trimmed with color-
ful lights and other festive Christmas
decorations. But they certainly
wouldn’t guess that the home’s at-
tached garage was the place where
methamphetamine was cooked in a
small shake-n-bake operation.

In February 2010, Nathaniel
Thomas’ probation officer stopped by
for a check and found that Thomas
was attempting to make meth be-
cause, as he told police, he was tired of
having to buy the drug and wanted to
make his own.

Before the end of the year, his wife
filed for divorce and his toddler, found
in the home where he failed to make a
successful batch of meth, was taken
from him in a custody case. Thomas is
serving a minimum two-year prison
term.

Neighbors Brian and Lisa Moore
were happy to see Thomas go.

“They were mean from day one,”
Brian said.

Lisa added, “I’m glad they’re gone,
and I don’t have to worry about it
anymore.”

The Moores were disturbed by the
scene of police removing chemicals
such as potassium iodine, rubbing al-
cohol, gasoline additive and dena-
tured alcohol from the house next
door. They are further concerned that
the house is on Health and Welfare’s
list of unclean properties.

The house has been vacant since
August 2010, when it was foreclosed
upon. The Thomas’ couldn’t keep up
with the mortgage payments on the
$123,000 home, and in January it was
up for auction.

The house failed to find a buyer. In
a legal notice for the auction that ran
in the Times-News, there was no dis-
closure that the property was the for-
mer site of a drug lab.

There may still be hope for 2555
Alderwood Ave., as Brian Moore said
he would entertain the notion of buy-
ing the home cheap and paying to
have it properly cleaned. He would
then offer it as a rental property.

Still, the site’s past lingers.
“It was upsetting,” he said.“This is

a good neighborhood.”

528 Fourth Ave. W.
Shaff, her former husband and three
children all under age 12, moved into
528 Fourth Ave. W. less than a year af-
ter authorities seized the illegal lab in
the rickety wooden backyard shack.

Gene Bliss and Theresa Newberry
had apparently been cooking meth
there frequently, and left empty boxes
of cold tablets, gasoline additive, an
electric crock pot, glass tubes and
rubber hoses in their wake, according
to the police report of the lab’s
seizure.

Bliss was convicted of trafficking in
meth by manufacturing in 2008 and
is serving his minimum two-year
prison stint. Charges against New-
berry were dropped.

Although Campbell noted a haz-
ardous materials crew cleared the
shack of meth-related materials, he
told the Times-News he thought its
cleaning was a done matter and was
unaware his rental property remained
on the list.

“Nobody said anything after that,”
he said.

Shaff and her family stayed there
less than two years, leaving for other
reasons, and now reside on Martin
Street near the old hospital. Campbell
said he’s considering tearing the shed
down.

••  ••  ••

Help might be on the way for Idaho’s
43 unclean former meth labs, as Pres-
ident Obama recently signed an ap-
propriations bill to pledge $12.5 mil-
lion for meth lab cleanups, the Asso-
ciated Press reported. It’s expected
that much of the money could go to
southern states, as Tennessee led the
nation in the number of meth labs
busted last year.

It remains unclear if Idaho will see
any money for cleanup efforts, or how
it would be handled by Health and
Welfare, leaving the burden of elimi-
nating the residue of an illegal indus-
try  squarely on the shoulders of prop-
erty owners.

Bradley Guire may be reached at
735-3380.
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Kiwi Loco
$8 Gift Card 

$4

Get it at www.magicvalley.com/todaysdeal

Save up to 60% on great deals from local 

businesses you already know and trust!

Family & 
Friends

Celebrate
Ivy Mae Fitzpatricks

Birthday
Open House 2:00 pm

December 3rd, 2011

Eden Senior Center

Bring a Story or Memory to Share

Open House/Card Shower

Velma Maddox 
80th Birthday

Sat., Dec. 3
2 to 5 pm

Sawtooth Inn
(room by front desk)

Hosted by her children

Meth
Continued from the front page

BY BRADLEY GUIRE
bguire@magicvalley.com

If local methamphetamine production has taken a sharp
decline,where’s the drug coming from?

As far as local and federal authorities can tell, meth is
still plentiful in Idaho thanks to the Mexican superlabs
and the clandestine ways traffickers move their product
into the U.S.along major highways and interstates.

A 2010 report from the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency noted that domestic meth lab seizures across the
county dropped 24 percent from 2005 to 2009,and that
meth production in Mexico “is the primary source of
methamphetamine consumed in the United States.”

In Twin Falls County,criminal charges for trafficking
in meth by manufacturing it have dropped from 13 in
2000 to zero in five of the last seven years, including
2011.

The DEA estimates that a single superlab in Mexico
and make 10 pounds or more in as little as a day,consid-
erably more than new home labs that produce just

enough for personal use.Mainly gone are the elabo-
rate labs that had become a cliche for rural America
— dirty containers over gas burners, cans of highly
flammable liquids and hundreds of cold pills.

“It’s a combination of things”said Dep.Blas Mar-
tinez of the Twin Falls County Sheriff’s Office.“The
labs we grew up seeing and hearing about on TV,you
don’t see anymore.”

Lt.Gary Kaufman of Idaho State Police Region 4,
said the drop in production in this country also cor-
relates with the restrictions government placed on
the sale of medicine containing pseudoephedrine.

“The superlabs in Mexico have taken over because
of the lack of control”in that country,he added.

“Mom and Pop” or “Beavis and Butt-head” op-
erations still crop up from time to time, due to the
discovery of an alternate method of meth produc-
tion that cropped up a few years ago, called shake-
n-bake. The method is simpler than the complex
labs of old, but just as dangerous because of its re-
liance on volatile chemicals.

With attention turning from domestic labs to
highway traffickers,agencies are using “drug inter-
diction” patrols as part of their crime-fighting ar-
senal, as well as investigators’ use of informants to
make buys as a way to build cases against suspect-
ed dealers.

ISP Trooper Aaron Bingham said meth concealed
in vehicles is more difficult to detect than marijuana.

Because Idaho police aren’t allowed to set up
checkpoints for drug searches or impaired driv-
ing prevention,patrol officers must rely on traf-
fic stops to catch suspected traffickers. Bing-
ham said a person carrying drugs is aware of
this and observes traffic laws as closely as pos-
sible. Next time you’re pulled over for rolling
through a four-way stop or going just a few
miles over the speed limit,don’t be surprised if
the officer takes a little more time to gauge your
behavior.

“That’s a big indicator,”he added.“Nervous-
ness, stories with too much detail, a person
sweating heavily in freezing weather.”

Interstate 84 and U.S.Highway 93 are regular
routes for drug smugglers carrying Mexican
dope, as these main roads connect the south-
west portion of the country,like Phoenix,to the
northwest cities of Salt Lake City,Portland and
Seattle. Drugs move north, while cash goes
south.

This fall, ISP and the Twin Falls County
Sheriff’s Office worked together on a traffic
stop, which resulted in the discovery of
$184,000 in cash,suspected to be drug money.
The cash was hidden in the rear axle of a four-
wheel drive pickup truck, ISP said. The truck
was driven in four-wheel drive mode so the

front wheels powered the pickup, while the
rear axle spun freely.

“He was stopped for no front license
plate, and his story made no sense,” Bing-
ham said of the driver.“When the K-9 alert-
ed to the vehicle, we pulled a drain plug and
saw a $100 bill.”

No drugs were found, so the driver was
not arrested or charged with a crime,
as traveling with a load of cash isn’t il-
legal.However,the driver did not claim
the money, so it was seized by the
state. ISP recently awarded the sher-
iff’s office with $20,000 of the find,
which will be put back into the nar-
cotics division’s budget.

Bradley Guire may be
reached at 735-3380.

METH MOVES

FROM HOMES

TO ROADS
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Idaho’s
Meth Lab
Seizures

Police who once staked out late-night
activity at suspected U.S. meth labs are
increasingly turning their focus to the
highways and drug runners from Mexico. Idaho’s Meth

Lab List
When police seize an
illegal drug lab, par-
ticularly one produc-
ing methampheta-
mine, the Idaho De-
partment of Health
and Welfare will list
the property as the
the site of hazardous
chemicals. Currently,
43 properties across
Idaho are listed as un-
clean sites.

Who’s responsible
for cleaning the
property?
No government
agency claims re-
sponsibility for mak-
ing sure the site is
clean. The financial
responsibility to
clean the property
and vacate any resi-
dence — whether the
owner lives there or
rents it out — is on the
owner.

What does cleaning
cost?
Health and Welfare
provides a list of pri-
vate companies who
specialize in haz-
ardous waste cleanup.
The agency provides
contact information
for these companies,
and their cost ranges
from $5,000 to
$10,000, depending
on the size of the al-
legedly contaminated
site. According to
Health and Welfare,
homeowner insur-
ance does not typical-
ly cover the expense.

How is a property re-
moved from the list?
No deadline is en-
forced for when a
property should be
cleaned, but Health
and Welfare must re-
ceive written notice
from one of the certi-
fied cleaning compa-
nies that the work
was performed before
it de-lists a property.

Must an owner dis-
close that the prop-
erty was listed?
Yes. According to the
Clandestine Drug
Laboratory Cleanup
Rules, “The new own-
er should be notified
that the property was
a former clandestine
drug lab, even if the
property has been
cleaned and removed
from the list.”

What is the liability
of the owner?
The rules state that
an owner who has not
cleaned the site could
face civil liabilities for
health claims by fu-
ture owners or
renters. However, if
the owner was re-
sponsible for the lab,
this does not apply.

Source: Idaho Depart-
ment of Health and Wel-
fare

On the cover: Photos
by Drew Nash, Times-
News

According to Jim Faust of the Department of

Health and Welfare, the agency doesn’t monitor

if people live in listed properties, nor does any

other government or law enforcement agency.


