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Clem'’s Arrival
Charivari Saloon
2 Saloon Conflict
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Rivalry Tumble
Chandelier Escape
Shadow Secrets
Clem’s Blast
Tilt Pole
Twilight

Dynamite

ACT 2

Boom Town Reveal
Pics-n-Pans
Ore Cart Frenzy
Clem’s Finds a Balance
Jailbreak
Crane

Finale
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ABOUT THE SHOW

Be transported to the 1860s small fron-
tier town of Rosebud, where two ambitious
saloon owners have set up shop in the hopes
of cashing in on the town’s gold rush frenzy.
The circus that ensues when they begin to
feud for the townsfolk patronage, leads to
a series of explosive events, exciting brawls,
an unexpected romance and a lucrative dis-
covery.

Once again, as with their previous
production Birdhouse Factory, Cirque Me-
chanics explores the relationship between
man and machine. Inspired by early mining
equipment and the spirit of adventure that
brought prospectors and entrepreneurs alike
out west searching for gold, Boom Town, fea-
tures innovative and one of a kind mechani-
cal apparatus that serve both as scenery and
performance prop. You will find performers
climbing up swaying telegraph poles, danc-
ing on a swinging chandelier, flying high
and fast on a revolving crane, flipping and
jumping on moving ore carts or balancing
on whiskey jugs.

Boom Town takes you beyond the town
and deep into the mine to join in the ex-
citement of exploration and experience the
thrill of discovery. You'll be inspired to pick
up your picks and pans, hop in an ore cart
and come along for the ride!

Cirque Mechanics Boom Town is brought
to life thanks to the vision and dedication

of it’s creative team, Director Chris Lashua,
Assistant  Director/Choreographer Aloysia
Gavre and Writer/Performer Steven Ragatz,
veterans of the world-renowned Cirque du
Soleil and the creative team behind Cirque
Mechanics’ critically acclaimed Birdhouse
Factory.

PLAYWRIGHT'S NOTE

Boom Town was originally presented by
the Broadway Center for the Arts in Tacoma
Washington. The show, directed by Chris
Lashua was based on an original concept
and material by Chris Lashua and was co-
directed by Aloysia Gavre.

SPECIAL THANKS

Aida and our three sons, Zion, Quinn
and lago, for their unconditional love and
support, their encouragement and for
adopting my love of machines and explora-
tion. For their never ending act ideas, nar-
rative and plot discussions. And for making
me feel like I've found my golden nugget
everyday. To dad and mom for making me

believe anything IS possible.

Our cast and crew for their tireless ef-
forts, incredible imagination and collabora-
tive spirit. Armand Thomas (my consigliere)
for his continuing support of me, my fam-
ily and our project, Gilles Ste-Croix for
discovering my potential and encouraging
me through the years, Christine Barkley at
APA for taking a chance on a small circus
company without a brand and giving us
the opportunity to tour Birdhouse Factory
and build an audience for our newest pro-
duction Boom Town, Bo Bogatin for keep-
ing us honest and legal, Andy Espo for his
friendship, clear head and objectivity, Ryan
Niemi at Sunset Dynamics for making the
crane a reality, Brian Schuette and the boys
at United Machine for fabricating and creat-
ing, and trusting me with their equipment.
Thayr Harris for being our social network



guru. Our friends and family at Cirque du
Soleil for continuing to set the bar higher.

It is my life’s chrill to get to “build a cir-
cus with my friends and call it work.” The
time spent creating this show was an invigo-
rating, challenging and at times a frighten-

ing journey. The days were long, but en-
couraging, uplifting and exhausting. But
most of all, they were a blast. I hope you get
half as much enjoyment watching as we had
in creating, thanks for coming!

BOOM TOWN BIOGRAPHIES

The Creative Team

Chris Lashua, Director

Chris Lashua has spent his life on or
around wheels. After nearly a decade of
professional bicycle freestyle competitions
and performance, he found himself at
China’s famed “Wu Ciao” festival in ‘92,
where he won a bronze medal and a place
on Cirque du Soleil’s Japan tour of Fascina-
tion. Chris’s obsession with wheels led him
to perform inside one, a German Wheel
and as the opening act of Cirque du Soleil’s
Quidam in 1996.

During the six years Chris toured with
Quidam, he began work on a mechanical
contraption he called the trolley which al-
lowed him to roll in place and be able to
perform his act in a smaller space. The trol-
ley was the start of an idea to build other
machines that would interact with circus
acrobatics. He decided early on that the
place to showcase these machines would be
a factory floor, a place Chris called Bird-
house Factory.

It is Chris’ belief that innovative me-
chanical apparatus and the relationship
between performer and machine sets his
company apart and is at the heart of what
makes Cirque Mechanics unique. His me-
chanical mind, needing a new challenge,
started conceptualizing a system of tram-
poline carts on a track, a series of connected
poles, an oversized lifting crane. It was the

adventurous spirit of the Gold Rush pros-
pectors, the perseverance of the miners and
the excitement of discovery that led Lashua

to Boom Town.

Aloysia Gavre, Co-Director /
Choreographer

An original co-director and choreog-
rapher of Birdhouse Factory and an early
member of the San Francisco based Pickle
Family Circus, Aloysia has been a move-
ment, dance and circus enthusiast most
of her life. She has studied with Pilobolus,
The Tandy Beal Dance Company and
Zacho Dance Theater and perfected her
circus abilities with Master Lu-Yi of the
San Francisco School of Circus Arts and
LEcole Nationale Du Cirque in Montreal.
Aloysia was a featured act in Cirque du So-
leil’s O in Las Vegas and Quidam where she
performed the aerial hoop act that earned
the troupe a special prize at the Monte
Carlo International Circus Festival in
2002. Aloysia is also co-founder of Cirque
School L.A., a place for “anybody with any
body” to explore the circus arts www.cir-

queschoolla.com

Steven Ragatz, Writer / Artist

An original Birdhouse Factory cast
member and collaborator, Steven Ragatz
has been entertaining audiences with his
juggling, physical comedy, stilt walking and
general antics for the past three decades. As



a ten-year veteran of Cirque du Soleil, Ste-
ven has toured throughout North, South
and Central America as well as Asia and
Europe performing multiple juggling acts
as well as an eclectic array of characters.
His television credits include The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno, The Rosie O’Donnell
Show and The Today Show. And he has en-
joyed seasonal appearances with the India-
napolis and Detroit Symphonies, juggling
in front of live orchestras.

Sean Riley, Set Designer / Aerial Rigging
Designer

Sean Riley is a designer, rigger, and
sculptor, living in San Francisco. Concen-
trating his performance design on sight
specific and experimental work, Riley cre-
ates functional, architectural and lighting
installations in collaboration with a spec-
trum of varied artists. Riley’s lighting de-
sign for Ta IA Brugera was featured at Doc-
umeta 11, and the MMK in Frankfurt. His
theater installations can be seen all over the
US. When not creating for himself, Riley
keeps the San Francisco area lifting and fly-
ing safe through rigging company Gravity
Design Inc. Riley is presently the brave and
charismatic host of National Geographic’s
adventure show, World’s Toughest Fixes.

Michael “Tex” Redinger, Acrobatic Act
Creator / Character Artist / Acrobat

In 1993 Michael began his gymnastics
training in Fort Worth Texas where during
his six years as a competitive gymnast he
was awarded numerous honors including
district All-around Champion and Texas
State Floor Gold. In 1999 he began his
professional acrobatic career in Disney’s
Festival of the Lion King. He has also
performed at Disney’s Tarzan Rocks and

Cirque Oddysea in Sea World Orlando.

Most recently Michael has used his experi-
ence and skills in the design of set pieces
and acrobatic performance props. Tex puts
his years of acrobatic experience to use as a
creative team member of Cirque Mechan-
ics. As acrobatics captain he made the ore
cart act a reality, from apparatus construc-
tion to acrobatics research and perfor-
mance. Tex recently toured with Cirque
Mechanics Birdhouse Factory and hopes
to continue jumping, flying and soaring to
new heights for many years.

Deanna Fitzgerald, Lighting Designer

By day, Deanna Fitzgerald mentors
and teaches aspiring Lighting Designers at
the University of Arizona how to see with
their hearts as well as their eyes (or at least
she tries). The rest of the time she enjoys
working with artists who look for unusual
ways to engage and entertain their audienc-
es. She designed the lighting and was the
Associate Production Manager for STOMP
OUT LOUD in Las Vegas and toured with
the “Stompers” as the Lighting Director for
many years before that. She is excited to be
joining Boom Town, her first Cirque Me-
chanics show, and can’t wait to see what lies

ahead with this awesome group of artists.

Michael Picton, Composer

Michael Picton first ran off with the
circus in 2000, as keyboardist with the Eu-
ropean tour of Cirque du Soleil’s Quidam.
Since then, he has become one of the musi-
cal voices of the Greatest Show on Earth,
composing songs and score for Bellobra-
tion and Funundrum, the 137th and 140th
editions, respectively, of the Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey circus, and he has
orchestrated the Dragone productions Le
Réve (Las Vegas) and The House of Danc-
ing Water (Macao).

As the Grand Prize winner of the 2004



Turner Classic Movies Young Film Com-
posers Competition, Michael was chosen
from a field of over 600 composers to com-
pose the epic score to the 1926 Greta Gar-
bo silent film, The Temptress. Other Film
and TV work includes scores to the Mar-
ian Davies silent film The Red Mill, the
independent feature Little Chenier, the Sci
Fi Network series Flash Gordon, and the
theme to the VH1 series I Want to Work
for Diddy, for which he was awarded a
2009 BMI Film and TV Music Award. He
has scored numerous commercials and his
music has defined the sound of networks
such as PBS, CNN, Comedy Central, Dis-
covery Channel, Sprout TV, FX Network,
Universal Network, and the Biography
Channel. Michael studied composition at
McGill University, Montreal and he is cur-
rently based in Los Angeles.

Belinda Lee Long, Costume Designer

Originally from Long Beach, CA
Belinda moved to Las Vegas to work in
costume shops up and down the strip for
shows such as Mystere, Le Reve, KA and
Peep Show. And while she never ran away
with the Circus she has managed to design
costumes for performers all over the globe.
With her long circus history and a desire to
work more with period costuming, Boom-
Town has delivered her the best of both
worlds. She is honored to work with this
cast and crew. Thanks BoomTown!

Cast
Clint Bobzien, Acrobat

Clint has been performing in live pro-
ductions since the age of 10. He began his
career as an actor and musician and attend-
ed the University of Evansville to pursue
acting and ended up at Indiana University
a few years later with a degree in biology.
Seeking a logical progression into the pro-
fessional world Clint thought it wise to

join the circus. Since then he has traveled
the world performing in many highly ac-
claimed shows as an acrobat in several
disciplines including: high flying trapeze,
trampoline, statue hand to hand, corde
lisse, aerial silk and whatever else the direc-
tor tells him to do. He is currently enjoying
his tour of North America and falling in
love with a little town called, Boom.

Nathan Crawford, Acrobat

Nate was originally groomed as a gym-
nast. He competed for the University of
[llinois at Chicago graduating with a Bach-
elors of Business Administration. After
four years of working in a traditional man-
agement role, he took a break to try per-
forming for just one year. 'That was nearly
15 years ago and Nate is still performing
around the world. Highlights have includ-
ed performing for President Obama’s Inau-
gural Ball, World tour with Britney Spears,
solo for King Jamalaullail in Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia, TODAY Show performance with
Anti-Gravity, and hundreds of other won-
derful memories. It is now the dynamics
and collective talent within Cirque Me-
chanics that has Nate most excited about
the future.

Elena Day, Clown

After graduating from LEcole Jacques
Lecoq in Paris, Elena performed for five
years as “The Green Bird” in Cirque du So-
leil’s, La Nouba.
the globe for Cirque’s special events depart-
ment, flying from South Africa to Bali, The
Dominican Republic to Russia. A gradu-
ate of Helikos International School of The-
atre Creation’s Pedagogical Program, Elena

She continues to travel

teaches clown, mask and the essentials of
play.
Hannah Jo Bobzien, Aerialist / Acrobat

Hannah French began acrobatic train-
ing as a gymnast and diver. She joined the



High Flyers Circus from Bloomington,
IN at the age of 10 and began performing
immediately in festivals, parades and local
shows. Whenever she can, she and her hus-
band, Clint Bobzien, run a summer circus
program at Camp Lohikan in the Pocono
Mountains of Pennsylvania. Hannah spent
most of 2010 performing aerials and statue
hand to hand on a cruise ship in Asia. She
loves working with Cirque Mechanics and
would prefer to stay on land for a while,
even with the looming threat of BOOM.

Charlotte Greenblatt, Handbalancer /
Dancer

Charlotte was born, raised, and home
schooled in San Diego, California, where
she started ballet classes at the age of five.
Instead of growing up to be a ballerina,
Charlotte studied math at UC Berkeley,
where she completed her Bachelor’s degree
in 2005 with Highest Honors. While at
Berkeley, she worked with a number of
contemporary dance companies and cho-
reographers in the San Francisco area, and
then discovered circus. She moved to Brus-
sels in 2006 to train as a hand balancer at
the Ecole Superieure des Arts du Cirque
(ESAC). Since graduating from ESAC
in 2009 she has performed her act in Bel-
gium, Spain, Holland, and Germany, and
is very excited to have her American circus
debut with Boom Town.

Wes Haffield, Acrobat

Wes has been a competitive trampo-
linist for over ten years. He got his start
in Germany where he spent his early years
in Gymnastics. At age 10 he joined T&T
(Trampoline and Tumbling) when he and
his family moved to Colorado. In the world
of trampoline competition his resume in-
cludes several State and National Cham-
pionship titles. At age nineteen he quit
competition and became a circus perform-
er, traveling across the United States and

many foreign countries wowing audiences
with his technical prowess and zany come-
dic antics. Also a cast member of Birdhouse
Factory (Boom Towns older brother) he is
one of the three men who make up the
trampoline wall act.

Aislinn Mulligan, Acrobat

Aislinn has been doing gymnastics
since her parents caught her swinging on
the water pipes in the basement at 4 years
old. After years of competition she moved
from England to Chicago to earn a degree
in Theatre and Dance from Northwestern
University, and study ensemble theatre
with the world renowned Steppenwolf
Theatre Company. Since discovering circus,
she has performed Silks, Straps and her duo
Chinese Pole act with the Midnight Circus,
NokFit State Circus, Circo Luci, and Aloft
Circus Arts. She has also had the pleasure
of performing with Tony award winning
Lookingglass theatre as Tinkerbell in their
production of Peter Pan, and at the Good-
man Theatre with Hephaestsus, a Greek
Mythology Circus Tale. She’s excited to ex-
plore more of America and get to know the

residents of BOOM...

Andre Nurse, Acrobat

Andre began his gymnastics career in
Ontario Canada at the age of 4. He was on
the Canadian National Team in both Ar-
tistic Gymnastics and Power Tumbling. In
2003 he moved to Las Vegas and began his
artistic career in Cirque du Soleil’'s Mystere.
Andre’s love for the stage and performance
has led him to branch out as an artist al-
lowing him to focus on character and acro-
batics. Andre is also very passionate about
music and dreams that one day his compa-
ny immitter.com will become the leader for
independent music distribution, delivering
indie music around the world via the world
wide web.



Crew

Dave “Freaky D" Freitag, Artistic Rigger

Dave has been working as an artis-
tic rigger and renegade geographer in
San Francisco for the past twelve years.
When not holding the other end of the
circus ropes, Dave can be found pursu-
ing his habit for offbeat adventure. Dave
is a union member of IATSE Local 16 in
San Francisco, and was recently featured
in Vice Magazine for his innovative tree
house rigging designs in the redwoods of
Northern California. ~ Since joining up
with Cirque Mechanics in 2007, Dave has
greatly enjoyed collaborating with all of the
riggers and artists to find new and creative
ways to fly people through space in ways
that would otherwise be unimaginable.
Currently, Dave is looking up, and always
stands under his work.

Janeen Johnson, General Stage
Manager

Janeen’s career in theater production
was cultivated through eleven years of arts
and civic engagement as a student of folk
arts, dancer, arts administrator and com-
pany manager. She yields an impressive
professional track, serving a multitude of
projects illustrating a wide-range of artistic
and theatrical expressions-to include seven
years of experience as a freelance produc-
tion field technician and stage manager
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.
Janeen has worked with the San Francisco
Ethnic Dance Festival, San Francisco Hip
Hop Fest, San Francisco International Fes-
tival of the Arts, Black Choreographer’s
Festival, Chitresh Das Dance Company,
Fua Dia Congo Performing Arts Company.
She recently completed her maiden voyage
in circus with the tour of Cirque Mechan-
ics Birdhouse Factory.

Duane “Dewey” Lashua, Head
Carpenter, Master Joke Teller

Duane comes to Boom Town as a re-
tired computer manager and airline em-
ployee with many years of home restoration
under his belt. He has always had a passion
for machines and is presently restoring a
1969 Ford Mustang 428 Cobra Jet to its
original glory. Duane is not only the shows
Prop Master, but also official joke teller and
father figure to the cast and crew. He hap-
pens to be Chris, the show Director’s dad.
They both believe nepotism is a lost art.

Anthony Powers, Lighting Director

A resident of Oakland Anthony has
designed productions through out the Bay
Area, California and Chile for companies
such as Killing My Lobster, San Francisco
Mime Troupe, New Conservatory Theater
and Playhouse West. For the past 4 years he
has designed the lighting for and produc-
tion managed corporate and live events as
well as trade shows for a vast array of cli-
ents including T.E.D. (2006), Disney on
Ice, EA Sports, Yahoo, Clorox, and Macy’s
West to name a few. Anthony is also the
undisputed karaoke king of Nome Alaska.
His design work can be seen at anthony-
powers.arloartists.com.
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MARIETTA AND ROBERT RAMSDELL
Davip AND JULIE RAND
CATHERINE DEPERRY REYNOLDS

Lira M. RicHMOND

DonNaLp AND ELLEN ROFFEY
SHARON ROHDE

Donna AND NorRMAN Ross
KAREN ScHACHT

Hon. ELIZABETH SCHNEIDER
Tae SHERWIN-WiILLIAMS FOUNDATION
SHIMMERING SANDS RIDING CENTER
AGNES R. SHORETTE

SHIRLEY SIBLEY

DARA SILVERMAN

WiLLiam AND Lois SOULE
LEesLIE SPAULDING

Lt. Cor. NORMAN STETSON
CHRISTINE AND PAUL SzAL
TEXTRON

VIRGIL VALENTE

JEEFERY AND Lisa WAHLSTROM
Bup WaLkur

JoserH AND ELAINE SIEGEL
DEeBoOrRAH WADE

JAMES AND SHAREN WILSON
ALvIN WHITAKER

BEvERLY WOLE

Cass AND JoE WRIGHT

CHAMBER Music SOCIETY
or THE CCA

ADELE AND DaviD ADKINS
CATHLEEN AND PauL Bauscruarz
BARBARA AND MEL BRAVERMAN
MaRY CATHCART & JAMES DEARMAN
StEVEN COHN

GRETCHEN S. FELIX

ALLEN AND SALLY FERNALD

STANLEY AND MADELEINE FREEMAN
CARL FREEMAN

BarBARA ANN IVES

RONALD AND SHIRLEY JARVELLA
Constanck S. KeLsey

ANN LUTHER

Nancy MacKnigHT

(GIANNA AND STUART MARRS

JANET AND ROBERT MARVILLE
Epwana MEISNER & JaAMES MCCLEAVE
MoLLy AND ROBERT NAGLE
VIRGINIA NEES-HATLEN

EL1ZABETH AND JOHN PATCHES
RutH H. PENNEY

J. MaLcoLM AND JEAN SHICK
CONSTANCE SMITH

PaTRrIiCIA STOWELL & PETER VER LEE
Tromas S. Warson

Eve WoLiNsky

GEORGE AND Nancy Woob



